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Introduction: The Critical Aesthetic Theory, a foundational concept of the
Frankfurt School in the 20" century, provides a framework for critiquing the
structures of capitalist societies. This school of thought posits that art, as a synthesis
of sensory experiences and rational perception, is the only phenomenon capable of
authentically engaging with beauty. Art is not confined to mere entertainment or
pure aesthetics; rather, it serves as a vital tool for social critique and fostering
fundamental societal transformations. The present study aims to analyze The
Peasant (Al-Fallah ), a novel by the Egyptian writer Abdel Rahman Al-Shargawi,
through the lens of the Critical Aesthetic Theory and by employing a descriptive-
analytical method. As an example of critical literature, The Peasant offers an
aesthetic critique of a capitalist society and its cultural impacts. This research seeks
to answer how Al-Shargawi artistically employs the beauty of art to critique power
structures and dominant ideologies as well as how he transforms art into a medium
for enhancing critical thinking and social awareness.

Methodology: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine The
Peasant. The analysis is grounded in the Critical Aesthetic Theory, with a particular
focus on its key concept of mass culture critique. By exploring themes such as
resistance to the culture, opposition to individualism and reductionism, dialectical
contradictions, and the critique of gender stereotypes, the research investigates how
Al-Shargawi uses diverse and complex characters in a narrative to address social
inequalities, political corruption, identity crises, and hidden societal issues
perpetuated by mass culture.

Results and discussion: The findings of this research reveal that Al-Shargawi
effectively employs artistic beauty as a means of critiquing societal structures and
dominant ideologies. Through the creation of multifaceted characters and a
compelling narrative, he highlights contradictions, social inequalities, political
corruption, and identity crises within Egyptian postcolonial society, which are often
obscured by mass culture. By inviting readers to examine these contradictions,
inequalities, and cultural stereotypes, The Peasant fosters deeper reflection and
analysis of societal issues. The novel's engagement with themes such as the critique
of mass culture, opposition to individualism, and the deconstruction of gender
stereotypes demonstrates the capability of art as a powerful means of promoting
critical thinking and social consciousness.
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Conclusion: The Peasant stands as a significant example of critical literature that
uses art as a tool for social critique and change. Al-Shargawi's novel not only
critiques the structures of capitalist societies and their cultural impacts but also
emphasizes the transformative potential of art. By addressing social contradictions,
inequalities, and hidden societal issues, the novel invites readers to engage in critical
thinking and reflection on their own society. This study underscores the relevance of
the Critical Aesthetic Theory in analyzing literary works and highlights the enduring
power of art to challenge dominant ideologies and foster social awareness.

Keywords: Critical aesthetics, The novel The Peasant, Abdel Rahman Al-Shargawi,
Mass culture, Postcolonial Egypt.
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