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Introduction:

Today, despite the vast possibilities of cyberspace and its potential for enhancing
children’s education, books remain one of the most effective tools for the intellectual
and moral development of children. One important way to attract children to reading is
through the proper use of illustrations. At times, images play a greater role than text itself
in capturing the reader’s attention. Without illustrations, children’s stories can become
dry and lifeless.

In children’s books, images serve not merely as decoration but as a visual sequence that
directly contributes to storytelling, imagination, creativity, tangible engagement with
abstract concepts, better comprehension, and greater enjoyment. Images, like text—and
often even more effectively—convey concepts and emotions to the child. Therefore,
stories must integrate appropriate linguistic structures with illustrations to guide young
readers toward a correct and holistic understanding of the narrative.

In the field of image theory and its relationship with fiction, many critics have proposed
frameworks for evaluating illustrations in children’s stories. While their classifications
of text-image relations share many similarities, Perry Nodelman’s theory (Retired
Professor of English, University of Winnipeg, Canada) remains one of the most
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comprehensive. Using examples from Snow White, Nodelman provides a detailed
account of how text and image interact to create meaning.

According to Nodelman, text and image together generate a more complete narrative
experience. Texts tend to be concise and general; on their own, they cannot convey the
full emotional or descriptive richness of a story. In contrast, illustrations—especially in
picture books—supply details absent from the text, thereby enriching the narrative. This
perspective emphasizes the creative interaction between image and text, requiring the
reader to use both simultaneously to achieve deeper understanding.

Images not only complement the text but, in many cases, enhance and extend its
meaning. Nodelman argues that illustrations possess a narrative function, offering visual
information distinct from that provided by verbal storytelling. In children’s literature,
images are often perceived as more immediate and accessible than words, helping
children grasp textual meaning intuitively.

In picture books, sequential illustrations establish causal and temporal connections that
support narrative flow. However, Nodelman contends that this relationship is not always
straightforward. He maintains that text and image constrain each other: the text can alter
the reader’s interpretation of an image, and subsequent images can reshape the meaning
of previously read text. When we read words, we attempt to visualize them; when we
see images, we reinterpret what we have read. Thus, illustrations add visual context to
linguistic meaning, and the interplay between the two generates a richer narrative
experience.

Nodelman identifies six types of image—text relationships to evaluate whether
illustrations complement, extend, or fail to communicate textual information. He
believes that when text and image either align too closely or fail to develop each other,
the communication between them becomes limited or ineffective.

Methodology

According to Nodelman, an effective illustration conveys six types of information to its
audience. The first and second types represent the most basic functions, where images
move in line with the text. The next three types constitute the main functions, in which
images go beyond the text and add new layers of meaning. Finally, there are cases where
illustrations lack the capacity to validate or expand upon the text’s information.

Abdul Tawab Yusuf, a renowned Egyptian author and one of the most celebrated writers
in children’s literature, has produced numerous works aimed at introducing children to
the culture and customs of various nations. He is also well known for his collections of
stories about the lives of prophets, which have enjoyed wide circulation throughout the
Arab world.
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This research employs a descriptive—analytical method to examine visual representation
in Yusuf’s Stories of the Nations. From each collection, one central story—sharing its
title with the book and reflecting its main themes—was selected for analysis. The study
evaluates the interaction between text and image in these works using Nodelman’s
critical framework.

The main research questions are:

1. What techniques do the illustrators of the selected stories use to convey concepts
to a child audience?

2. According to Nodelman’s indicators, to what extent are the illustrations in
Abdul Tawab Yusuf’s books related to their written texts?

Results

Statistical findings show that 47% of the illustrations belong to the alignment type
(images that closely follow the text), 26%b are of the developer type (images that expand
upon the text), and 26%o fall into the deficiency type (images that fail to support the text).
These results indicate that the illustrations in the analyzed collection are relatively
successful in conveying concepts and fostering interaction between the child and the
story.

The data suggest a dynamic and multilayered relationship between text and image.
Illustrations do not merely reflect the text but often act as independent elements that
enrich narrative meaning. They provide visual cues that stimulate imagination,
emotional engagement, and comprehension—key components in children’s cognitive
and aesthetic development.

Conclusion

Based on the statistical findings, it can be concluded that the image and the text in this
collection of stories have a complex and multi-layered interaction. Pictures not only
complement the text but also act as an independent element in conveying concepts and
creating a story experience for the child. Therefore, it can be said that the images of the
collection of stories in question have been relatively successful in conveying concepts
and have been able to provide the context for the child's interaction with the story.

Keywords: Children’s Literature, Illustration, Text-Image Relationship, Perry Nodelman,
Abdul Tawab Yusuf, Stories of the Nations
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