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Introduction:

Talmy's work on lexicalization patterns initiated the study of how languages express
motion. To examine the relationship between linguistic form and meaning, Talmy chose
the domain of motion and motion events. He explains how semantic components are
represented in linguistic forms through lexicalization patterns. He argues that a motion
event is a situation in which motion or stasis occurs. This event has four components: in
addition to figure and ground, there is also a 'path’ and a 'motion component'. Apart from
these internal components, a motion event also includes external events such as 'manner
of motion' and 'cause’, and these semantic elements are manifested through the
superstructure elements in the language. The superstructure elements include motion,
motion verb, and satellites, where satellites include prepositions and adverbial clauses.
Each of these components is encoded in different ways in different languages, and
languages differ in how they express these types of components. Based on how motion
events are encoded, languages are classified into verb-framed and satellite-framed
languages. In verb-framed languages, the path of motion is expressed in the root of the
verb, and the manner of motion is expressed in a separate phrase, while in satellite-
framed languages, the manner of motion is expressed in the root of the verb, and the path
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is expressed in a satellite. Moreover, motion is considered as an event in which the
meaning of displacement and movement is explicitly implied. Based on this, Talmy
divides motion into two types: translational and rotational. In translational motion, an
entity is displaced from one location to another. For example, the verbs "carry, drive,
walk, etc." And in rotational motion (self-contained), the movement is not tangible and
observable, but rather a displacement without a change in location and occurs in the
original place. For example, "shake, tremble, etc.

Methodology

What is discussed here is the importance of applying and evaluating the aforementioned
components in the content of the novel "Tales of Yusuf Tadrus" (2015) by Adel Esmat.
This research is qualitative, and data analysis is done descriptively. The most important
assumption in this research is how the motion components proposed by Talmy are
represented in the content of the novel "Tales of Yusuf Tadrus". To this end, the text of
the novel has been examined from the perspective of the era of motion, and after
extracting the found motion verbs and taking notes, they have been categorized into
different types and examples of each have been provided in the text of the novel.

Results and Discussion

This study examines the representation of motion events in *Hikayat Yasuf Tadurs*
(Tales of Yusuf Tadros), demonstrating how Talmy’s theoretical components—Figure,
Path, Ground, and Cause—are creatively employed in the novel. The author uses motion
verbs not only to depict physical movement but also to conceptualize abstract notions
such as emotions, time, and existential themes (e.g., life and death) as dynamic, tangible
entities. This multifaceted representation enriches the text’s semantic depth, offering
readers a profound understanding of the characters’ psychological and emotional
transformations. Analysis of motion verbs reveals that the author employs translational
movements (e.g., *dhahaba* [go], *raja‘a* [return], *‘ada* [come back]) both literally
and metaphorically to illustrate inner turmoil. For instance, the high frequency of
*raja‘a* (to return) in phrases like *raja‘a al-qalqu* (“anxiety returned”) reflects the
protagonist’s cyclical psychological distress, aligning with the novel’s central theme of
“recurring past traumas.” Similarly, metaphorical motions like *tarassaba al-huznu*
(“sorrow settled”) employ downward schemas to depict psychological decline. The
novel’s satellite-framed constructions (e.g., prepositions *ila* [to] and *min* [from])
meticulously map both physical and metaphorical trajectories. This alignment with
Talmy’s theory underscores language’s role in framing inner experiences (e.g., anxiety,
love) as moving figures. The pervasive use of such prepositions highlights the author’s
precise conceptualization of motion events. For example, *raja‘a al-galqu* not only
adheres to satellite-framed patterns but also symbolizes the resurgence of anxiety in
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Yusuf’s life after emotional crises, mirroring the narrative’s tension between stability
and change. Motion in the novel manifests in three forms: static (psychological stasis),
translational (spatial or emotional shifts), and metaphorical (cognitive ruptures).
Metaphorical motions—such as the depiction of time or emotions as moving objects—
serve three key functions: (1) concretizing abstract concepts, (2) mapping mental
processes (e.g., collapse, flow, rotation), and (3) reinforcing themes through systematic
repetition of schemas (e.g., verbs like *tarassaba* [settle] and *habata* [descend]
construct a network of metaphors emphasizing “failure and stagnation). The author’s
strategic use of diverse motion structures (rotational, vertical, horizontal) and velocities
reflects the novel’s core themes: horizontal journeys symbolize identity quests, vertical
movements denote psychological collapse, and rotational motions embody obsessive
thought patterns.

This study confirms that motion analysis in ‘Ismat’s work transcends linguistic
examination; it unveils a symbolic system for decoding hidden narrative layers. The
author’s deliberate verb choices bridge physical and psychological realms, interweaving
three worlds: the inner (recurring suffering), the social (tradition/modernity clashes), and
the ontological (time and mortality). Our findings not only validate Talmy’s framework
but also highlight the novel’s innovative fusion of motion and metaphor as a tool for
multidimensional storytelling.

General Discussion: A descriptive-analytical examination of the components of motion
in the novel "Tales of Yusuf Tadrus™ (2015) by Adel Esmat is of particular significance.
The content of the novel is depicted in such a way that Yusuf Tadrus describes all stages
of his life from birth to adulthood, and he mentions all the secrets of his life, including
his problems with his wife Zant, his romantic relationships with Tahani and Sena, and
the type of social life of Egyptians, etc. The research results indicate the applicability of
Talmy's components to the content of the present novel.

Key words: Talmy’ Theory, Novel of Yousef Tadres’ Stories, Adel Esmat,
Lexicalization Pattern, Motion Event, Motion event.
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