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Introduction

Discourse analysis provides a systematic framework for examining the cognitive,
functional, and social dimensions of communication. A central concept in this field is
metadiscourse, which facilitates the exchange of ideas within a discursive space and
enhances communicative precision. While Ken Hyland’s model was originally
developed for English, it offers a universal linguistic framework comprising interactive
and interactional markers. The framework is highly applicable to Arabic. This study
investigates the use of interactive metadiscourse, specifically endophoric markers,
evidentials and code glosses, in Al-Husayni Al-Saghir magazine. Beyond applying
Hyland’s model, this research integrates psychological theories of cognitive
development to analyze how these markers simplify text contents for young readers.
Given the role of the magazine in addressing the spiritual and intellectual needs of
children, analyzing these communicative strategies is essential for understanding its
pedagogical impact. As no independent study has yet explored the interactive dimension
of metadiscourse in this publication, the present research provides a rigorous analysis of
the the linguistic policies of the magazine and their effectiveness in fostering child-
oriented communication.

Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method. With the aim of exploring the application
of interactive metadiscourse. It systematically examines the markers of endophoric roles,
evidentials, and code glosses across 40 issues in the magazine.

Results & Discussion

As the research findings indicate, the issues examined in the magazine utilize all types of
metadiscourse markers under study (endophoric markers, evidentials, and code glosses).
Considering the significance of frequency and the coherence in the application of code glosses,
it appears that this approach not only reflects the individual writing styles of the authors but is
also likely to be influenced by the linguistic policies and editorial guidelines of the magazine,
aimed at facilitating comprehension for its young readership.

All types of the interactive metadiscourse markers examined in this study are present in the
analyzed issues of the magazine; however, their distribution is neither uniform nor balanced.
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The frequency analysis of 2,152 instances of these markers across 40 issues reveals a clear
pattern. Accordingly, code glosses, accounting for a dominant frequency of 62%, constitute the
most frequently used category. They are followed by evidentials with the frequency of 16%,
preceding endophoric markers with the frequency of 12%, and finally succeeding endophoric
markers with the frequency of 10%. This uneven distribution reflects a conscious linguistic
choice on the part of the writers and the magazine’s dominant approach to managing interaction
with the reader. The remarkably high frequency of the code glosses through mechanisms such
as the use of lakin for rectification, ay and ya‘ni for explanation, and mithal dhalika for
exemplification can be directly explained in light of the fundamental communicative and
educational priorities of the magazine for its child audience. The primary readership of this
publication falls within the concrete operational stage of Piaget’s theory of cognitive
development, a stage in which understanding abstract concepts is difficult for children and
learning requires the presentation of information in a clear, concrete, and unambiguous manner.
Therefore, the abundance of code glosses constitutes a key linguistic strategy to simplify,
clarify, and render the content comprehensible, thereby preventing cognitive confusion in the
child and ensuring the most effective transmission of the message. The high frequency of
evidentials primarily oriented toward Qur’anic, hadith-based, and historical references can
likewise be interpreted as serving the purposes of enhancing credibility, transmitting normative
values, and constructing a moral-religious framework through which the child may understand
the world.

Conclusion

The prevailing pattern of metadiscourse used in this magazine is characterized by a strong
emphasis on clarifying and disambiguating functions, reliance on traditional credibility-building
sources (religious evidentials), and rather limited use of anticipatory and forward-linking
devices (endophoric markers of the later type). This may be regarded as indicative of the
emergence of a “conservative and directive pedagogical-linguistic style” in the production of
Arabic children’s content with a religious orientation. In this style which is consistent with the
theories of cognitive development, psychological security, the faithful transmission of core
values, and the prevention of cognitive deviation in the child are prioritized over complex
literary appeal, diversity of citation, or the stimulation of open-ended curiosity for exploring the
unknown. Rather than exposing the child to multiple possibilities and open questions, this
approach seeks to guide the child through language along a predetermined and transparent path.
Keywords: Metadiscourse markers, Interactive metadiscourse, Hyland’s model, Endophoric
markers, Al-Husayni al-Saghir magazine
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