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Introduction: Critical analysis of speech is a new approach which addresses the
relations of hidden power and the ideology beyond texts. The founders of this
approach believe that language as a social action has an important role in creating
identities, relations and social values as well as a close relationship with power and
ideology. The main aim of critical speech analysis is beyond merely language
expressing and how social inequality is produced in language. Indeed, critical speech
analysis seeks to show the relationships among language, power and ideology. To this
end, it tries to find the structures of speech which serve to show power in language.
Methodology: This study focuses on the social actors in the novel Al-Tolyani by
Shokri al-Mabkhoot, a Tunisian criticizer, literary man and writer. The study is a
qualitative one based on the semantic model proposed by van Leeuwen. The main
question of the research is ‘how did Shokri al-Mabkhoot use social actions to make
clear the actors’ ideology and viewpoints?” So far, several pieces of research have
been done based on van Leeuwen’s model. For example, Yar Mohammadi and Seif
(1378) published an article entitled “Social actions in Palestinian and Israeli quarrels”
and used the socio-semantic speech structures of the two groups in their newspapers.
Also, Mirzadeh et al. (1396) analyzed the Qur’anic Ghesas Surah for its speech
structures. Bakri (2016), dedicated her thesis to the study of novel characters and
accidents.

Results and discussion: Critical speech analysis is beyond merely language
expressions and how social inequality is produced in language; rather, it deals with
the relationships among language, power and ideology. To reach this goal, it finds the
structures of speech used to show power in language. In this study, the social actors
in the novel Al- Tolyani by Shokri al-Mabkhoot, a Tunisian criticizer, literary man and
writer, are analyzed qualitatively based on the semantic model of Van Leeuwen. The
show that Van Leeuwen approach of speech analysis can find the secret relations and
search among the secret layers of language by using the sociological features of speech
and by emphasizing the social representation of novel actors in terms of the ideology
and social thinking of the writer. The social actors are analyzed with different methods
such as omission and declaration, disguise, activating, chagrin, naming,
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personification, grafting, inversion, valuing, symbolize, compressing, implying and
abstracting.

Conclusion: As the findings of this research show, political and social texts contain
challenges for power positions, political, religious and ideological powers and reveal
disparity, despotism, palpitation, aggressions and social abnormality of a given
society. In the novel studied here, the two damaged characters of women and man
show sexual abnormality in western and eastern world, which are the bases of the
novel. This problem is always denied, and this denying policy is clear in this text. The
novel shows the two characters of Abdul-Nasser and Zinat as active actors at first, but,
at the end, they leave their aims and desires, while feeling ashamed and oppressed.
The novelist presents two tones of speech in the Alnehza movement. The leaders of
speech have different identifications. Tunisian leaders are shown by their clear and
basic reasoning, but the leaders of Al-Nehza movement are presented in reticence and
against fans of Islam. They try to make the negative acts of the fans prominent, thus
ruining their legitimacy. The writer introduces the actors’ characters in sarcastic way
to give them a negative value, and make their acts seem far from punishment. Many
of contrasts like wealth and poverty, village and city, faith and betrayal, government
and society, tradition and modernity, male and female, freedom and despotism, hope
and hopeless, and love and hate show the position of the society in political and
cultural domains. The ideology and thoughts which affect the writer’s mind are also
critical and get reflected in the text.

Keywords: Speech critical analysis, Semantic-sociolinguistic elements, Van
Leeuwen, Shokri al-Mabkhoot, Social actors
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