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Introduction: The concept of people and many ideals of enlightenment can be
realized only through communicative actions and rationalism. Literature and poetry
have always played an important role in the emergence of political and social
changes as one of the axes of communication. Poetry is a struggle that gives
meaning to being. The moment of creating a poem is the moment of immortality in
the presence of history. According to the concepts in Habermas's theory, this
research examines Al-Shalabi's Arab Spring poems. By choosing poems related to
the topics raised in Habermas's theory, the authors examine how social wisdom and
communicative action are presented, leading to the creation of critical rationality in
the present era and in Arab countries. This research seeks to analyze Al-Shalbi's
poems based on Habermas' communicative action approach. For this purpose, Ihab
al-Shalbi, who is one of the realist poets of in the modern poetry, was chosen
because he looks at the world with a critical eye and does not neglect to address the
political and social situations in Arab countries. He expresses the facts that form the
need and necessity of the society. The purpose of this article is to show how the
concepts related to the Arab Spring are processed in Al-Shalabi's poems.
Methodology: This research was conducted through the qualitative analysis method
and on the basis of the approach proposed by Jirgen Habermas.

Results and discussion: In Al-Shalbi's poetic discourse, the common view of
Bouazizi's self-immolation was the beginning of the revolutions. The formation of a
public atmosphere was influenced by Bouazizi's self-immolation in front of the
Tunisian municipality, which made people of other countries think about the current
situation. The subject, which is the people in these poems, seeks to determine its
identity through the movement of the Tunisian people. The people of other Arab
Spring countries, in the revolutionary space created, in addition to resisting
oppression, which is the main characteristic of the subject in Habermas's thought,
also seek to determine their own future. Language is an identity tool serving as an
important indicator of the factors of life in Habermas's theory. It plays the same role
in Al-Shalabi's poetry. Language sharing as a cultural and identity factor has played
an important role in the spread of the Arab Spring. The role of language in Al-
Shalbi's poems also refers to the same issue. In other words, linguistic commonality
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plays an important role in establishing the discourse of resistance and revolutionary
movement of the Tunisian people, as well as an important role in creating general
solidarity among the people in the other Arab Spring countries.

Conclusion: In examining the processing of the subject's conceptual role, it was
found that critical rationality is able to change people's behavior. In this regard, one
may refer to violent confrontation with the source of power and the communicative
act of struggle. Considering Habermas' point of view, Al-Shalbi has introduced the
political maturity of the people as a liberating interest and a common motivation
among them for uprising, liberation and change in the life of the existing world. The
second question of the article seeks to analyze and identify the most important
factors that, according to the concepts in Habermas's theory, played a role in the
formation of the Arab Spring. In Al-Shalbi's poetic discourse, the common view of
Bouazizi's self-immolation created a common public atmosphere and initiated
people's communication against the existing situation. With the rise of people, this
initial communicative action reached the stage of critical rationality and eventually
became the dominant discourse in Tunisia and other Arab countries. In other words,
it left the contractual state and flourished in the context of public space based on
religious and ideological communication. Among the other factors that Al-Shalabi
mentioned in his poems as the reasons for the emergence of the Arab Spring, one
can mention the common language and literature as well as the similar public
atmosphere. This is because these factors played a prominent role in the formation
and development of communication and political changes. Also, the ideal world that
people as subjects seek to realize by understanding the role of communication is
based on the same common factors that were mentioned. In the dominant discourse
in Al-Shalabi's poems, determining one’s identity, taking control of destiny,
freedom, and social goals based on justice are among the characteristics of the ideal
world.

Keywords: Arabic poetry, Ehab al-Shalbi, People, Theory of communicative action,
Habermas.
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