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Introduction: Khalil Hawi is a poet who has used symbols and myths in his poetry.
The attractive function of myths and their artistic use by Khalil Hawi make a suitable
platform required for the context of the research. In his long poem "Sindbad on his
eighth journey", he used the myth of Sindbad along with a mixture of other symbols
to present the desired meaning and theme This article examines the symbols and myths
of Sindbad, giant, owl, lily, crocodile, sun, fire, wine, vine, Baal and lightning in the
ode "Sindbad on his eighth journey" by Khalil Hawi. It is believed that the symbols
and myths in this poem are in line with the general meaning and concept that the poet
is trying to present. Also, the incidents and events that have happened in Lebanon and
the Arab world have affected the tone and mood of this poem. In this ode, personal
experience and the reality around the poet are linked together, and the symbolic
expression and use of myths by the poet is in line with and appropriate to his era,
which is required by the conditions in the poet's era.

Methodology: Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the
function and use of symbols and myths in the poem "Sindbad on his eighth journey".
At first, it examines the myth of Sindbad, which is the main subject. Then, the other
symbols used in this poem are analyzes, which are in line with the general concept
intended by the poet.

Results and discussion: Khalil Hawi is a renowned contemporary Lebanese poet with
deep literary and philosophical studies. He is interested in participating in political
activities. He is an American university graduate and a graduate of Cambridge
University in England. In his poem "Sindbad on his eighth journey", he used various
symbols and myths under the influence of the political and social conditions of his
hometown and Arab lands. This poem is based on the political events of the poet's era
and influenced by his philosophical tendencies. In this poem, Khalil Hawi provides
an understanding of the meaning of resurrection and expresses the necessity of
creating social and political changes. In his poetry, the voice of the subjugated Arab
man is heard, and imagination has turned into a driving force. His main special work
is to transfer the spirit of renewal to the public opinion of the society. Sindbad is a
contemporary man and a poet who expresses his experience behind the mask of
Sindbad. In this poem, the giant is a symbol of absurdity and rebellion, and the poet
complains about pretense and hypocrisy in society by presenting an image of an owl.
He mentions the enemies as crocodiles and considers the sun as a symbol of freedom
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and honesty. Also, fire is used as a symbol of purification, positive powers,
resurrection and rebirth. Khalil Chovi mentions vine and wine as the symbols of Christ
and eternal life, and lightning and Baal are the symbols of resurrection and fertility.
In general, the function of symbols and myths in this poem is in line with the general
concept of the poem and shows shortcomings and inaccuracies, but hope overcomes
them at the end.

Conclusion: Khalil Hawi has used a lot of symbols and myths in his poems, including
the poem "Sindbad on his eighth journey". There is a semantic affinity between the
symbol and the myth; Both are the indirect and ambiguous expressions of the
meanings intended by the speaker. There exist more general symbols than myths. The
symbols and myths in this poem are harmonious and in line with the general concept
of the poet, and it seems that the conditions of the poet's life and times forced him to
do this. Because Khalil Dhow was pessimistic about the life and the disorderly state
of his society, he used the past heritage of myths, including the legend of Sindbad's
adventurous travels, to express the bitter realities of the society of that day. The poet
has expressed the legend of Sindbad according to his purposes and has spoken about
his eighth journey. The symbols of rising in Khalil Hawi's poetry are presented in the
form of lightning, Baal, fire, sun, lily, Sindbad, vine and wine. Sometimes, it considers
its realization difficult, impossible or possible by enduring sufferings and hardships.
In this poem, lily is used for resurrection, hope and transformation, and the sun is used
for awakening and freedom. Fire has been used as a symbol for purification, positive
powers, resurrection and rebirth, and vine, wine and lightning have been used to wake
up the audience. At the same time, he calls the Arab society to move and rise against
internal and external enemies. When he uses the giant, which is a symbol of
nothingness, he calls for an uprising and speaks about the social, intellectual and
scientific deficiencies of the society and the need to destroy it. The symbol of the owl
is also a tool for Khalil Dhowir to glorify the division and isolation of the Arab lands.
In this poem, the crocodile is a symbol of the enemy, and the reference to its exit and
repulsion indicates that he hopes to overcome and expel the enemies from his land.
Although ‘Al-Sindbad’ is not mentioned except in the title, Sindbad remains a
symbolic expression of the poet himself and, in fact, the poet's twin, which has his
thoughts and desires behind the mask of Sindbad. In this poem, Sindbad is a
contemporary Arab man who incurs personal and social pains in his travels and
adventures but is hopeful and dynamic.
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