The Journal of New Critical Arabic Literature
Original Research Article/ Thirteenth Year, No. 26, spring and summer 2022

Analysis of the interactions among the characters in the novel Al-
Qatil al-Ashgar based on Eric Byrne's theory of personality

Aliakbar Mohseni!, Associate professor of Arabic language and literature,

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Razi University
Iman Ghanbariaghdam, PhD student of Arabic language and literature,
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Razi University

Received: 31-01-2022 Accepted: 01-12-2022

Introduction: Psychology as a science has significant links with literature and literary
studies. It has played a significant role in the understanding of literary texts, especially
novels. Stories, especially those written with a social orientation, are interesting
examples that can be linked with the science of psychology. In the light of that, we
can reach certain details and subtleties of the work. The novel Al-Qatal al-Ashgar is
one of these cases. Each of the characters in this novel can be accurately evaluated
from a psychological point of view. In this story, Bekari points to important and
effective factors in the metamorphosis or negative transformation of the hero of the
story (al-Ashgar). Among the salient issues, one may refer to the unknown father, the
loss of Ashgar's childhood individuality, the family's financial and economic poverty,
part of the reactionary traditions of the educational environment, and the crisis of the
mother-child relationship. According to Digha Bekari, each of these issues plays a
role in the formation of the identity and various actions, reactions and subsequent
behaviors of the main character of the story. But, at the end of the novel, in a clever,
subtle and intelligent way, Bekari considers Ashgar's identity crisis and social
exclusion as one of the important causes and factors of his joining ISIS. This is
something that many members of ISIS are struggling with. This literary work is born
from the social environment of disorder that the author has touched deeply, and he has
been able to portray the anxious states of the characters who are representatives of the
crisis-ridden society. The main purpose of this article is to investigate the
effectiveness of the theory of mutual behavior to explain the characters of the novel
Al-Qatal al-Ashgar on the one hand and to better understand the work and intellectual
atmosphere of the author on the other hand. This opens a new window for a better
understanding of the reader. In this novel, Tariq Bekari shows that the actions of the
parents, especially the mother, even before the child is born, have a great influence on
the child's character and actions after birth. This research helps the readers identify
the reason for the unwise decisions of the characters in their interpersonal
relationships.
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Methodology: In the present article, the novel Al-Qatal al-Ashgar has been
investigated and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method and based on the
theoretical foundations of Eric Burn's reciprocal behavior analysis. The research data
are provided through library work, related theses, domestic and foreign authentic
magazines, and domestic and foreign  authentic  internet  sites.
Results and discussion: By examining the present work based on the aforementioned
theory, several points were identified. First of all, the characters of the story Al-Qatal
al-Ashgar are influenced by the parent's dimension in most cases except in a few cases
where characters such as Hayat and Shamah act under the influence of adult
conditions. The characters and their behavior have been chosen exactly according to
this purpose. Second, the people in the story interact with each other based on mental
and emotional states, anxiety, conflict, and fear, and each of these factors causes
change and movement from one dimension to another; For example, anxiety in two
places causes a change in Ashgar's personality from child to parent. Thirdly, the
investigation of the characters and the analysis of their mutual behavior show that the
closer the psychological dimensions of the characters are to each other, they better
relationship they have. No matter how far, these two people keep a distance from each
other. For example, the similarity of the attitudes of the twin brothers and Shameh and
the predominance of the father in both of them cause Shameh to distance himself from
Ashqgar and to be in a relationship with his brother based on the criteria he has set for
himself.

Conclusion: In general, it can be said that the author seeks to express and create states
of anxiety and tie it to some moral problems of the society. This is because, in the
society in question, the prevailing behavior is not wise but on the basis of the
environment and culture. The dominance of the parents of the characters in the story
is noticeable.

Keywords: Eric Byrne, Reciprocal behavior theory, Al-Qatil al-Ashgar, Tariq
Bakari.
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