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Introduction: Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a branch of linguistics that
discusses language as a set of social acts and functions and its relationship with
power, ideology and discourse. It seems necessary to discuss the relationship
between discourse analysis and the network of regular connections among words
and verbal and linguistic elements before delving into CDA. The issue directly
refers to the use of linguistic structures within a discourse. The structure of language
as a social phenomenon has a regular social context which is the basis of every
discourse. Therefore, as discourse is considered a social action, discourse analysis
deals with a series of regular linguistic structures and contexts that showcase social
problems. Ruth Wodak’s critical approach uses critical discourse to examine the
influence of language as a social action in power and ideology. The analyst tries to
show the social activist’s performance in socio-political discourses in a specific time
frame considering different genres as well as individual and collective identities. To
Ruth Wodak, politics and society are the battlegrounds for imposing the legitimizing
principle. In other words, the activist’s dominance in the sociopolitical sphere of any
discourse represents legitimizing processes, public and individual demands as well
as tendencies and opinions. It also channels individual and collective attitudes,
which would result in the formation of identity and the reproduction of power.
Considering these representations, Wodak sees a society as a battleground of socio-
political challenges, i.e., the challenges that are presented in the context of critical
discourses. Ruth Wodak sees power and ideology as the origin of domination. The
domination in itself reproduces discrimination in different sociopolitical situations.
Linguistically vulnerable groups object to the process in verbal contexts. Verbal
criticisms on the discrimination are because of the existence of racism, social
abnormalities, social deprivation, social rejection, and identity seeking in
meritocracy frameworks.

Methodology: The issue discussed here is the significance of contrasting and
evaluating the elements of the novel Sleeping in a Cherry Field (Y:)4) written by
Azher Jerjis. The plot of the novel is based on the verbal processes between
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linguistic agents and activists, and the verbal processes themselves include verbal
criticisms. Linguistic agents show their civil protest in the critical discourses against
the dominant sociopolitical issues of the society where unjust politicians practice
discriminations. The significant contribution of this study is to adapt the individual
components of Wodak’s model to the content of the novel and discover the verbal
criticisms on the discursive language of the novel characters.

Results and discussion: Using Ruth Wodak’s critical approach to examine the
sociopolitical discourse of the novel Sleeping in a Cherry Field resulted in the
following findings.

Wodak’s critical approach is based on the analysis of language as a social action in
the context of critical communication and critical discourse. This pays attention to
some certain aspects of language and assesses sociopolitical challenges in the
discriminatory processes of racism, taboo and social abnormality, social deprivation,
social rejection and meritocracy, and the relationship of the issues with power,
ideology and discourse. The examination of all these elements in Sleeping in a
Cherry Field shows that the novel has mainly been organized according to
sociopolitical challenges. The challenges can be seen clearly in the verbal
communication of the social activists. The mentioned discriminatory processes
caused by power and ideology can be explained clearly by discourse. The linguistic
activists and agents play the main role in showing the discriminations through
critical discourse. When discrimination and discourse are examined, the components
of racism, social abnormality (taboo), social rejection, and meritocracy become
clear. Saeed Nasir Mardan, the protagonist of the novel shows the components in his
dialogues with other characters. He seeks his own individual and collective identity
through the dialogues. By showing the identity challenge in socio-political
situations, Saeed makes criticisms that are manifested in his language. Power and
ideology are among the most significant cognitive tools that Saeed uses in his
identity-seeking challenges within the framework of his verbal criticisms. Saeed’s
linguistic behaviors are crystalized in his “communicating through pronouncing
words” in relation with power and ideology. That is, the signs of his linguistic
behavior are shown by the mental states of “compulsion, encouragement and
intimidation” as well as the specific terms in the context of power and critical
discourse. Generally, power and ideology play the main role in Wodak's critical
approach.

Conclusion: The descriptive-analytical exploring of the afore-mentioned linguistic
components to verbally criticize Azher Jerjis’s Sleeping in a Cherry Field (Y+:14) is
very important. The novel is depicted in such a way that Saeed Nasir Mardan, the
main character of the novel, criticizes discrimination and injustice when dealing
with other characters. The discriminations result from the power and the dominating
behavior of the government, and the criticism is done within discursive dialogues
between characters. The results show the possibility of adapting the individual
components of Wodak’s CDA to the content of the novel. This possibility is
imparted by the social situations and linguistic conditions of verbal communication.
Keywords: Sociocritical discourse, Verbal critiques, Sleeping in a Cherry Field,
Ruth Wodak, Azher Jerjis
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