The Journal of New Critical Arabic Literature
Original Research Article/ Thirteenth Year, No. YV, Fall and Winter Y YY

Semiotic analysis of Yemeni contemporary poetry based on
Peirce's theory: A case study of Abdullah Bardoni's poems

Ahmad Mohammadinejad Pashaki', Assistant professor of the Department of
Arabic Language and Literature, University Guilan

Hossein Taktabar, Associate professor in Arabic language and literature
Qom University

Received:Y4-1)-Y. YY Accepted: +¥-+1-Y.YY

Introduction: New Semiotics is considered as an interdisciplinary approach and, in
better words, a transdisciplinary scientific field that has been influenced by various
tendencies and philosophical definitions of a specific subject. Therefore, the
characteristics of interdisciplinary studies can be used in the semiotic analysis of
texts. The semiotic analysis of Arabic literary works can provide a basis for a new
reading of them, or, in other words, the ability to re-interpret them and lead to a
better understanding of these texts. The semiotic analysis of literary works,
especially Yemeni literature, can be the basis for a new reading of these texts, the
identity of the sustainability discourse, and its external and internal relations.
Political developments have a two-way relationship with literature, and, just as these
developments can be the foundation of a literary movement, literature can also take
on the mission of advancing the revolution as well as strengthening and realizing its
goals. From the middle of the first half of the Y-:th century, Yemeni literature
underwent many changes and transformations affected by political currents, and it
became a means of defending human freedom and fighting against tyranny and
colonialism. This is an issue that has been the focus of the poets since that time in
order to defend the human identity of the Yemeni citizens and paved their way to
achieve freedom.

Methodology: Poetic images are the product of emotional and intellectual
experiences of the poet. Using poetic images with the aim of conveying experiences
(thoughts and feelings) and reflecting on their elements are considered as the factors
forming the poet's worldview. It is impossible to ignore their role in representing the
quality of the literary work as well as the level of its impact on the audience. In this
article, the author has examined Abdullah Bardoni's poems with Peirce's semiotic
approach, the library approach and descriptive-analytical method, seeking to
recognize, analyze and explain the poet's symbols and codes.

Results and discussion: The gradual course of Abdullah Bardouni in these poems,
along with the initial descriptions of the poem, which still shows the poet as
dependent and committed to the traditional poetry system, turns his image creation
into a conversation. This constitutes the main context of the poem, and the poet's
experience during the war in his homeland in defense of his religious and patriotic
values, beliefs and convictions. He tries to use hidden literary images in the form of
an effective tool to confront the aggressive enemy by composing poems.
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In Bardoni's poems, the certainty of victory is one of the poetic motifs of the poet,
and it is a sign that can guide the reader to the creator of the poem. Despite the
existence of poems that depict darkness and short efforts and temporary failures, the
certainty of victory instead of Berdoni's poems breathes the spirit of hope into the
lifeless bodies of our countrymen.

Conclusion: Bardoni uses words and phrases such as bright day, dawn of victory,
light, fire, bride, lightning, and thunder. He also uses valuable similes and narrates
the bitter reality that governs the country and the efforts to get rid of it. The direction
of the poet in the literary industry is in his poems. By contrasting the situation before
the war and after it, he depicts the anxiety, worry and fear of the war period. In this
semiotic analysis, in addition to the elements inside the text, there are a lot of
references to the elements outside the text (hypertext) and the events of the author's
life, to the extent that, without knowing the different stages of their life, the
ambiguous points of the text are discovered and interpreted, and it is difficult to
recognize the semantic signs of the work. In this regard, raising basic questions
starts from the following implications. In Bardoni's poems, Hodhed is a symbol for
the flood of immigrants, Bayt (house) is a symbol for his country and a thief,
Sindbad is a symbol for expressing suffering and displacement, and the silence of
the people in front of Zubiri's martyrdom is considered as the failure of the
revolution. The poet looks at Yemen's exile (mother) as a child whose bloodlust is
gnawing at her in the darkness of displacement. Even though he is in his homeland,
Berdouni creates a place in his poems and talks about Arab unity. The use of words
such as bright day, the dawn of victory, light, fire, bride, lightning and thunder,
which suggest the bitter reality ruling the country and the efforts to free it from
captivity, implicitly express the poet’s intentions.
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