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Introduction: In literary terminology, a flash poem refers to a poem that suddenly
sparks in the poet's mind, and then he expresses the perception in highly condensed
phrases. This ultimately surprises the reader with a multitude of meanings conveyed
through a limited number of words. Arab literary critics have varied perspectives on
the definition of flash poetry, but Ezz al-Din al-Monasra, a pioneer of this poetic
genre, seems to have provided a more comprehensive definition. According to him,
it is "a short and condensed poem with a paradoxical structure and a surprising
ending to express fleeting poetic moments”.

Najat Abdullah is a contemporary Iragi poetess who portrays her poetic experiences
as fleeting moments in the shortest form possible. Given the type of poetic form that
she presents to her audience, she has been considered "a modernist poetess in
mapping the poetic landscape of women". Her anthology in the field of flash poetry
attests to the fact that she is always seeking creativity in terms of worldview,
themes, and techniques. In the first encounter with her poetry, the reader clearly
finds that she pushes the frontiers of creativity in each of her poem collections and
thinks of new techniques.

Methodology: This research is based on the descriptive-analytical method and
employs a critical approach to study Najat Abdullah's poetic works in order and
ultimately examine the most important artistic techniques for depicting conciseness
of flash poetry in each of her collections. In addition, the study does not overlook
the analysis of the content of her "poetic flashes" in each collection. The questions to
answer are as follows:

a) What are the artistic techniques for depicting conciseness in the flash poems of
Najat Abdullah?

b) What is the content of the flash poems in Najat Abdullah's works?

Results and discussion: Ezz al-Din al-Monasra believes that flash poetry has grown
out of the legacy of the past Arabic literature and that it dates back to the art of
'togi'at’. As Taha Hussein believes, however, the origin of this type of poetry lies
beyond the borders of the Arabic literature and, in terms of brevity, it is reminiscent
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of ancient Japanese poetry (haiku). This type of poetry is a new topic in the
contemporary Arabic poetry, and a number of researchers have addressed and
examined its hidden aspects. What most researchers agree on is that a flash poem
has three important characteristics; if it lacks one of these characteristics, it cannot
be called a flash poem. What is certain is that the poem must lead to the reader's
surprise. The characteristics are compression, contradiction and opposition, and
surprising ending. This research seeks to address the most important artistic
techniques of flash poetry in the element of conciseness. each of Najat Abdullah's
poetic works is analyzed and examined, starting from the publication of her first
poetry collection (1996) until today. The poet has used three poetic forms in her
collections: long poem, medium-length poem, and flash poem, with the most
common form in all flash type collections. In order to convey a kind of surprise to
the audience with the fewest words (conciseness), the poetess resorts to artistic
techniques for further differentiation of this type of poetry. These techniques in her
collections are imagery, neologisms and linguistic renewal, visual signs, blank verse,
hypothesizing, internal monologue, inversion, focusing on words, and dual
oppositions.

Conclusion: Najat Abdullah is a contemporary Iragi poetess who has a beautiful set
of flash poems. From the very beginning, she found this type of poetry to be the
most suitable form for expressing the short moments of her life, and she achieved
unparalleled success in this regard. The flash poems in each of her collections have
been written with a different experience. In order to adhere to the element of
conciseness in poetry, the poetess uses different technique to express her
experiences. In her first collection, she uses the technique of imagery to express the
wars of the 1980s in Iraq and the resulting events. In the second collection, she
expresses her new understanding of life with the technique of linguistic renewal.
The third collection, which is the result of the events of the 1980s in Iraq, is closer to
visual poetry. The fourth collection, influenced by a severe sense of alienation, is
written with the technique of blank verse to express this influence. The fifth
collection is written about the events resulting from the occupation of Iraqg, and the
poetess asks the audience to participate in her anxiety with the technique of
hypothesizing. The sixth collection has the flavor of supplication, which reveals her
spatial alienation and being intertwined with the technique of internal monologue.
The content of the seventh collection addresses the inhuman crimes of ISIS, and the
best technique to express these crimes is inversion. The eighth collection, with
individual and collective memories and the experience of bereavement, is written
with the most suitable technique, namely focusing on words. The last collection
addresses the issues surrounding the Iragi Teshreen Revolution, and the poetess
relies on the technique of dual oppositions.

Keywords: Contemporary lIraqi poetry, Najat Abdullah, Flash poem, Compression
techniques, Content analysis.
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